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TITLE 62:  MINING 

CHAPTER I:  DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

 

PART 230 

PROCEDURE FOR CONDUCTING EXAMINATIONS OF 

PERSONS SEEKING CERTIFICATES OF COMPETENCY 

 

Section  

230.10  Procedure for Holding Semi-Annual Mining Board Examinations  

230.20  Procedure for Conducting Examinations Other Than the Semi-Annual Mining 

Board Examinations 

230.30  Fees for Certificates of Competency 

230.40  Procedure for Conducting Mine Electrician Examinations 

 

AUTHORITY:  Implementing and authorized by Article 2 and 3 of the Coal Mining Act [225 

ILCS 705/Art. 2 and 3]. 

 

SOURCE:  Filed and effective June 17, 1958; codified at 7 Ill. Reg. 9305; amended at 37 Ill. 

Reg. 6772, effective May 1, 2013; amended at 38 Ill. Reg. 22827, effective November 18, 2014. 

 

Section 230.10  Procedure for Holding Semi-Annual Mining Board Examinations  
 

a) Candidates seeking Certificates of Competency as State Mine Inspectors, Mine 

Managers, Hoisting Engineers and Mine Examiners shall complete and submit a 

notarized application to the Department of Natural Resources, Office of Mines 

and Minerals at least 30 days prior to the date of the examination. A card or letter 

will be sent to each candidate that will be his or her admittance to the examination 

room.  All candidates shall be at the place set for the examination to present their 

cards or letters and receive their examination papers prior to 8:30 a.m. on the day 

of the examination. The doors of the examination room will be opened at 8:30 

a.m.  

 

b) Pre-numbered examination booklets, answer sheets and blank mine maps shall be 

distributed at the time of the examination.  The candidates will be instructed to 

place on their entrance card or letter the same number that is shown on their 

examination booklet.  Candidates will be identified by this number throughout the 

examination.  

 

c) Following instructions provided by a representative of the Department, applicants 

will be allowed to begin the written examination.  

 

d) Representatives of the Department will supervise the class during the examination 

and will be available for assistance in interpretation of questions.  
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e) After the candidates have completed the written and map portions of the 

examination, these portions will be given to qualified representatives of the 

Department for grading.  When these portions are graded, the candidates will be 

called for the oral section of the examination by the number on the examination 

booklet.  

 

f) The written portion of the examination shall consist of two parts:  true/false and 

multiple choice.  

 

g) A numeric increase in a candidate's total score could result from the oral 

examination. 

 

h) Applicants for State Mine Inspector and Mine Manager must score a minimum of 

80% on the written examination for a passing grade.  Applicants for all other 

Certificates of Competency must score a minimum of 75% on the written 

examination for a passing grade.  

 

i) A pass/fail shall be given for the mine map portion of the examination.  

 

j) Grades will not be divulged to the candidates at the time of the examination.  A 

letter will be sent to those who did not attain a passing grade.  Certificates of 

Competency will be issued to those who pass.  These letters and certificates will 

be provided at the earliest possible date.  

 

k) A candidate will not be permitted to take examinations for separate Certificates of 

Competency if those examinations are given on the same date, except that the 

Electrical Hoisting Engineer examination may be taken on the same date as 

another Certificate of Competency examination.  

 

l) The examination for the Shot Firer Certificate of Competency is semi-annual, but 

is conducted following the completion of a mandatory class.  Candidates for Shot 

Firer Certificate of Competency are not held to the 30 day application submittal 

requirements.  An applicant cannot take the examination unless his or her 

application is signed by the class instructor stating the applicant has taken the 

mandatory class. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 37 Ill. Reg. 6772, effective May 1, 2013) 

 

Section 230.20  Procedure for Conducting Examinations Other than the Semi-Annual 

Mining Board Examinations 

 

a) Candidates seeking Certificates of Competency as Surface Mine Supervisor, 

General Surface Supervisor, Independent Contractor Supervisor, Shaft-Slope 

Examiner and Shaft-Slope Supervisor can take an examination administered by 
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the Department at times other than at the semi-annual Mining Board 

Examinations. 

 

b) Candidates shall obtain from the Department an application and must meet the 

eligibility requirements for the Certificate of Competency. 

 

c) Candidates shall schedule to attend a class conducted by Department personnel 

prior to taking the examination.  The class and examination can be conducted on 

the same day.  Classes are optional and a candidate may take the examination 

without class attendance. 

 

d) A Certificate of Competency is considered temporary for 30 days following an 

examination.  A list of candidates passing the exam and receiving a Certificate of 

Competency will be posted at mines throughout the State during the 30 day 

posting period to permit filing objections concerning the qualifications of a 

candidate who is listed as receiving a Certificate of Competency.  After the 

posting period is complete and no objection is filed, the candidate's Certificate of 

Competency will become permanent (see 225 ILCS 705-3.07). 

 

(Source:  Added at 37 Ill. Reg. 6772, effective May 1, 2013) 

 

Section 230.30  Fees for Certificates of Competency 

 

The following fees shall be paid to the Department for administration of certificate examinations 

and are non-refundable. 

 

a) Applicants shall submit, along with the application, the following fee for each 

examination. 

 

Certificate of Competency Fee 

 

State Mine Inspector $50 

Mine Manager $50 

Mine Examiner $50 

Electrical Hoisting Engineer $50 

General Surface Supervisor $50 

Independent Contractor Supervisor $50 

Shaft-Slope Supervisor $50 

Shaft-Slope Examiner $50 

Surface Mine Supervisor $50 

Shot Firer $50 

First Class $50 

Shaft-Slope Worker $50 

Crane Hoist Operator $50 
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Mine Electrician $50 

 

 b) The fee for a temporary Certificate of Competency is $50. 

 

c) The fee for annual renewal of Mine Electrician certification is $25. 

 

(Source:  Amended at 38 Ill. Reg. 22827, effective November 18, 2014) 

 

Section 230.40  Procedure for Conducting Mine Electrician Examinations 

 

a) Candidates seeking Certificates of Competency as Mine Electricians must 

complete an application provided by the Department and provide evidence of at 

least one year of experience in performing electrical work in a coal mine or 

acceptable related industry and pass an Illinois Mine Electrical Examination. 

 

1) Evidence of experience must include details of electrical work, including 

but not limited to:  dates of work, work performed and types of equipment 

upon which electrical work was conducted and the names of persons 

supervising the work. 

 

2) An acceptable related industry can be one of the following:  a non-coal 

mine, mine equipment manufacturing industry or any other industry using 

or manufacturing similar equipment. 

 

b) Illinois Mine Electrical Examinations for Certificates of Competency as Mine 

Electricians will be in three categories: 

 

1) Coal Mine Electrician – Surface and Underground; 

 

2) Coal Mine Electrician – Surface Only; and 

 

3) Coal Mine Electrician – Underground Only. 

 

c) Candidates must submit to the Department evidence of eligibility at least 30 days 

prior to the scheduled examination. 

 

d) Examinations will be conducted at least twice a year and additional examinations 

will be scheduled if needed.  A public notice shall be given through the press or 

otherwise, not less than 10 days in advance, announcing the time and date for the 

examination. 

 

e) Candidates may be eligible to take the Illinois Mine Electrical Examination if the 

candidate: 
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1) Is classified as an Apprentice Mine Electrician and have met the 

requirements for an apprentice. 

 

A) An Apprentice Mine Electrician is an individual who has 

successfully completed the Illinois Basic Electrical Safety Training 

(IBEST), has completed or is in the process of completing the 

Illinois Initial Mine Electrical Training program and is in or has 

completed an approved Coal Mine Maintenance Training Program. 

 

B) The IBEST is an 8-hour safety class approved by the Department.  

Satisfactory completion of the class requires attaining a minimum 

score of 80% on a written examination. 

 

C) The Illinois Initial Mine Electrical Training Program is a 112-hour 

program approved by the Department that includes, but is not 

limited to:  DC Theory, AC Theory, Mine Electrical Equipment, 

Permissibility, and State and Federal Regulations. 

 

D) The Coal Mine Maintenance Training Program is a program 

approved by the Department in which the Apprentice Mine 

Electrician is working as a maintenance person.  A log is kept of 

electrical repair and maintenance activities; 

 

2) Possesses a Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering and 

provides proof of electrical experience as outlined in subsection (a)(1); or 

 

3) Is qualified as a mine electrician but has not taken the examinations 

required in 30 CFR 75.153(a) and 77.103(a)(3). 

 

f) The examination will be in three parts:  written, oral and practical.  The candidate 

must attain a minimum score of 80% on the written examination.  The practical 

and oral examinations are pass/fail.  The practical and oral examinations may be 

scheduled separately from the written examination. 

 

g) Candidates failing to achieve 80% on any portion of the written examination will 

be given two additional opportunities to retake and pass the failed portion.  

Candidates failing the practical or oral examination will be given one additional 

opportunity to pass the failed examination.  Candidates wishing to retake a failed 

portion of the written examination or the practical or oral examination may do so 

at the next subsequent scheduled examination. 
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h) Candidates failing to achieve a passing grade on the written, practical or oral 

examinations after the allotted number of opportunities to retake the examination 

will be required to retake the entire examination. 

 

i) A Certificate of Competency will be provided to a candidate upon successfully 

passing all three examination parts. 

 

j) An Illinois Mine Electrical Examination is not required if an individual possesses 

a current coal mine electrical certification from a Mine Safety and Health 

Administration (MSHA)-approved State coal mine electrical program or holds an 

MSHA electrical qualification card.  These candidates must complete an 8-hour 

IBEST class provided by an Illinois-approved electrical instructor and attain a 

minimum score of 80% on a written examination administered by a representative 

from the Department.  The written examination is 30 questions pertaining to State 

laws/regulations and arc flash.  A Certification of Competency will be provided to 

the candidate upon completion of the class and successfully passing the written 

examination. 

 

k) A person possessing a current coal mine electrical certification from an MSHA-

approved State coal mine electrical program or holding an MSHA electrical 

qualification card may receive temporary certification as a Mine Electrician until 

the next 8-hour electrical safety IBEST class and until the required examination 

has been administered by a representative from the Department. 

 

l) To maintain Illinois Mine Electrician certification, an individual must annually 

complete an 8-hour electrical refresher class provided by an Illinois-approved 

electrical instructor and a renewal fee must be paid to the Department either prior 

to or at the time of the class. 

 

1) An individual who fails to attend the required annual refresher training 

will have his/her certification revoked. 

 

2) To reinstate the Illinois Mine Electrician certification, an individual is 

required to comply with subsection (j). 

 

m) Illinois Mine Electrician certification may be cancelled, revoked or suspended by 

the Illinois State Mining Board if it is established the holder of the certification 

has obtained the certification by fraud or misrepresentation of experience or 

becomes unworthy of certification by reason of violation of the law or regulation, 

intemperate habits, incapacity, abuse of authority or any other similar cause.  The 

person against whom charges or complaints are made shall have the right to 

appear before the State Mining Board (see 62 Ill. Adm. Code 100). 
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n) Persons employed in the Illinois coal industry on January 1, 2015 who hold an 

MSHA electrical qualification card are exempt from the requirements of this 

Section until their first annual refresher class under subsection (l).  Upon 

completion of the annual refresher class, individuals who wish to obtain Illinois 

Mine Electrician certification will receive an application.  The completed 

application and fee shall be submitted to the Department and a Certificate of 

Competency as Mine Electrician will be issued. 

 

(Source:  Added at 38 Ill. Reg. 22827, effective November 18, 2014) 

 

 


